The genus Prionailurus includes three species of medium-sized, spotted and striped cats spread across India (Mukherjee 1998 , with an elevation ranging from 20m to 850m and straddles the Godavari River. The dominant forest type is moist deciduous, with some patches of semievergreen and dry deciduous forest (Champion & Seth 1968) .
A camera trapping study was undertaken by the authors to study the effects of landscape change on mammal diversity and distribution patterns across Papikonda NP. No published studies on mammals have been undertaken in Papikonda previously.
Camera trapping was done using Trail Cam and Bushnell 8mp Digital Infra Red camera traps. Systematic sampling was carried out in different elevation zones and habitat types across the Park. Five cameras were installed in selected grids, each measuring 2x2 km 2 for a period of three trap nights per camera. A total of 35 grids representing various habitat types and elevation zones were surveyed between October 2014 and March 2015.
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